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               Ps. 146:1-4     

       Praise the LORD!  Praise the LORD, O my soul! 

      I will praise the LORD as long as I live;  

     I will sing praises to my God all my life long. 

     Do not put your trust in princes, in mortals, in whom there is no help. 

    When their breath departs, they return to the earth; 

       on that very day their plans perish. 

For faithful people, there is always this question: Do I trust God to make things right, or do I use my 

God-given gifts to help make things right?  Should I trust others—our leaders—to use their God-

given gifts to make things right? 

The psalmist wants us to remember that though we have people in this world who do things and get 

things done, when they die, their plans perish.  I think some of our difficulty in getting along in this 

country has to do with the fact that we put too much stock in our political leaders.  They have their 

place, of course.  But when we think about what kind of nation we will have, the things we all do are 

probably more important than the things our leaders (princes) do.  Leaders can do so much, and no 

more. 

But that brings up a sort of messy subject for Christians.  And that is the difficulty in drawing that 

line God gives us, and others, gifts for solving problems, for sure.  But God also acts in our lives 

and is powerful and loving. 

So I think the key for us is to know that whatever is before us, we need to consider: How much of 

this task is mine, how much of it is for others, and how much is God’s?  We don’t dare get to where 

we just don’t do anything at all, and just rely on God to do all that is to be done.  And we don’t want 

to become too reliant on others, for things we can do for ourselves. 

At the same time, we will drive ourselves crazy, if we think everything is up to us.  And if we put too 

much on us, then we will mess some things up, that would have been better left to God. 

Everybody always wants cleaner answers than that.  We always want a yes or a no.  But some-

times being faithful is not so black and white.  Sometimes it is just listening for God’s voice, and 

then following. 

Tyann and I are still finding our way here.  We are trying to figure out what we are supposed to be 

doing, what others are supposed to be doing, and what we should all be leaving to God.  This is a 

little bit like a dance, and I will tell you that I am not a great dancer (Tyann is much better).  Thanks 

for your patience!       Blessings,  Brian Jones 
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SESSION MEETING HIGHLIGHTS 

 
SEPTEMBER 7, 2021 

 
 The Session approved the following: 
 
  1.  Approved returning to traditional communion service of bread and 
grape juice  served by the Session beginning October 3, 2021. 
 
  2.  Received the annual Financial Records Review, which found no concerns with 
 Hope Church's financial records. 
 
  3.  Approved the recommendation of the Mission Engagement Committee to donate 
 $250 to the New London Fire Department for providing fire safety education at the 
 July Family Festival and giving a tour of a fire engine to be paid from the Youth 
 Ministries and Mission line of the budget. 
 
  4.  Approved church cleanup day for October 2, 2021 
 
  5.  Approved the recommendation of the Property Committee to accept the bid by 
 Riverview Refrigeration, Heating & Air Conditioning to install air conditioning in the 
 Christian Education wing. 
 
    

         FINANCIAL REPORT 

                         Year to Date       Year to Date 

                  August       8/31/21        Monthly Average 

Income       $19,580.64   $127,718.09         $15,964.76  

Expenses       $26,671.69   $121,003.94         $15,125.49  

Net Profit (Loss) ($7,091.05)     $6,714.15 

Income Needed to Cover Monthly Budgeted Expenses          $24,231.34 

 

Per Capita Assessment for 2021                                  8,342.00 

Per Capita Paid by Members Through 8/31/21                      $3,033.00 

            Jerry Bents, Treasurer 
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     HPW NEWS  

 

 

     

 Scheduled HPW events for the remainder of the year are as follows: 

 HPW Service Groups will be serving Coffee on Sundays at 9:15 a.m.  HPW will 

purchase cookies/crackers to serve each week.  A free-will basket will be set out to 

collect donations for the treats.  Whether the dishwasher is used with real cups or if 

disposable cups are used, it will be the discretion of those serving.   

 Tuesday, October 5th at 6:30 p.m. we will be having a HPW meeting with election 

of officers, review/update committee members and approve our missions. 

 Saturday, October 9th, 8:00 am til 1:00 pm will be our Fall Harvest Festival with 

morning rolls & coffee and a noon lunch of soup/sandwich and pie/bars. We will also 

have The Accessory Sisters, Garden/Plant Items, Grandma’s Attic, Guy’s Corner, 

Crafts/Needlework and Canned/Frozen Items, a Bake Sale and a Cookie Walk.  Set-

up for the Festival will be on Friday. Please bring 3-4 dozen cookies for the Cookie 

Walk and please sign up on the sheet in the Fellowship Hall by the library, of what 

time you will be available to assist (7:00 am-10:30 am or 10:30 am thru clean-up).  

Finalize your plans on bringing items you wish to donate!    

 Tuesday, November 2nd at 6:30 p.m. will be another HPW meeting reviewing the 

HPW Booklet.  There will be no Turkey Supper this year.  Sunday, November 7th  

during our worship service we will have Installation of Officers, with the Thank Offer-

ing being received.  After the service, lunch will be served for the Officers, Committee 

members and families.   

 Tuesday, December 7th at 6:30 p.m. will be our Christmas Sing-a-long in the 

sanctuary with lunch after. Please bring an item for the CARE Pantry-no food please. 



   Deacons          
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 The Deacons met on Monday, September 20th in the Fellowship Hall.  We re-
viewed the August Secretary and Treasurer’s reports.  We have resumed visiting in 
person when possible. 

 We approved sending a check of $250 to a family in need. 

 Communion was served on September 5th with 32 people receiving at the 8:30 
a.m. service and 56 at the 10:00 a.m. service. Three people were served extended 
Communion.  World Communion Sunday will be October 3rd, which will be served the 
original way, per Session’s decision.  Disposable cups will be used for Extended 
Communion. 

 October Deacons of the Month are Celia Evenson & Bob Hinderks. 

 Our next meeting will be held on Monday, October 18th at 6:30 p.m. 

  

 

 

 

 

@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@
          

 

 Hope Family and My Family, 

   Thank you so much in helping me      

 celebrate my 80th birthday with your pre-

 sents, presence and fond greetings in cards 

 and hugs!  God bless you all!  I thank God for 

 these amazing 80 years! 

       Darlene Bratberg           
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FALL HARVEST FESTIVAL 

                      HOPE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

  7730 NORTH SHORE DRIVE   -   SPICER 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 9TH             8:00 AM – 1:00 PM 

                               & Pie! 

 Morning Coffee & Rolls                   Noon Lunch 
 

        Accessory Sisters                        Garden/Plant Items 

                                  
Grandma’s Attic   Crafts/Needlework   Guy’s Corner 

                   

 Bake Sale                                       

                  Cookie Walk 



 

            
 

Christian Education Report  

“God saw all that he had made, and it was very good.” 

Genesis 1:31a 

 

WE’RE BACK and loving it!  We have returned to Christian Education Classes at Hope Pres-

byterian Church!  

 

The Christian Education Youth and Families Committee has been very hard at work.  They 

planned a super Rally Day celebration. That event was a culmination of many hands work-

ing hard.  Thank you!  Thank you!   

 

The W.O.W. group has a new curriculum called Growing in God’s Love: A Bible Story Curric-

ulum.  It is a Presbyterian study based on the stories in the Bible.  The first three lessons are on 

the creation stories. This curriculum emphasizes learning who God is and our relationship to 

God.    

 

The pre-confirmation class and T.A.G. group have gotten under way on September 22nd.  

We are anticipating a faith-filled time of building relationships with God and each other.  

 

An Adult Bible Class will begin on October 17th right after church.  Rev. Brian Jones will be 

leading a study about grace based on the book, What’s so Amazing About Grace by    

Philip Yancey.  

 

We are blessed here at Hope Presbyterian with so many devoted, faithful, leaders.  We are 

grateful! 

 

COMING UP: 

 

Our first family meal before WOW is Wednesday, October 6th at 5:30 pm! 

 

We will be having a Trunk or Treat event again this year.  It is planned for October 27th and 

will be here before you know it so put your “creative hat” and your “fun hat” on and start 

planning how you will decorate the trunk of YOUR vehicle. Be part of the fun that our 

church community has together.  
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Trunk or Treat 

 1.  Bring your decorated vehicle to the church parking lot at 6:00 pm. 

 2.  The students will have a short lesson at 6:15 pm and then will come around to the  

       trunks about 6:30 pm. 

 3.  Provide your own treats or trinkets to give to the Trick or Treaters. 

 4.  There will be cider, coffee, and cookies provided for everyone. 

 5.  Please call Karen at the church to sign up.  If you forget to sign up,  just bring your  

       “trunk” and come anyway.  

 

This event is for everyone!!  You do not have to bring a decorated trunk or be a student to 

attend.  Come and enjoy the “treat” of community.  

                                              Costumes are optional!!   

 

 

 

 

 

A word about community: 
 

I have been reading a book entitled, “Everybody’s Normal Till You Get To Know Them” by 

John Ortberg.  I found this book/Bible Study right here in our Hope Church Library.  As quot-

ed in this book, there are several studies that prove the health and longevity benefits  of 

having healthy relationships with others.  One study shows “People who had bad health 

habits but strong social ties lived significantly longer than people who had great health 

habits but were isolated.  So, in other words, it is better to eat Twinkies with good friends 

than to eat broccoli alone. ( pg 33)  

“With billions of people in the world someone should figure out a system where no one is 

lonely.”  As John Ortberg points out, “ Someone did. That someone is God.  That system is 

called Community.” (pg 34).  

 

We seem to be more and more isolated from each other for various reasons: COVID, tech-

nology, busy schedules, self-interests, etc. and less and less content and fulfilled.  We are 

created, by God,  to live in community.  We have a wonderful, faithful community filled with 

loving people right here at Hope Presbyterian.  Come! You and your families are invited! Be 

part of it! 

 

“For where 2 or 3 gather in my name, there I am with them” Matthew 18:20 

 

        Submitted by Tyann Jones 
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Christian Education Leaders 2021-2022 

 

   Preschool- First Grade                                            Substitutes 

  Wally Titus, Alisa Taatjes        Mary O’Malley 

                   Tyann Jones 

           Second Grade – Sixth Grade        Deb Ficek 

          Joni Lamphere, Jody Leason 

            Substitute: Jeff Lamphere 

 

               Seventh-Eighth Grade                 Thank you 

                     Jonelle Foreman                              for sharing your gifts with our 

                                           church family. 

           T.A.G. (Ninth Grade – Twelfth Grade) 

              Sherry and Larry Bratsch     There are a few openings yet to 

                  Volunteers Needed      be filled.  Please consider 

                                             serving in this way. 

                      Adult Bible Study 

                    Rev. Dr. Brian Jones 

                    Volunteers Needed 

 

                    Opening Exercises 

                           Tyann Jones 

 

                                 Music 

                         Maggie Harp 
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NEW MEMBER’S CLASS! 

OCTOBER 3RD AND 10TH 

In the Fireside Room following worship 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ADULT BIBLE STUDY 

“What’s So Amazing About Grace” by Philip Yancey 

Starting Sunday, October 17th after worship 

In the Fireside Room 

Led by Pastor Brian 
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                                September 2021 Updates 

 

It’s official!  The Link and Food Pantry and the Community Revival Thrift Store 

are now all in one location! Thanks to the many volunteers that showed up on 

moving day, the transition was so quick and painless. The Food Pantry only had to 

be shut down for one day!  In August, our amazing volunteers put in over 746 hours 

to help get everything ready for the store opening and the other programs to contin-

ue to run smoothly. The Thrift Store is located at 15 Main St. S, New London. The entry for the store is off 

Central Avenue and donations are taken in the back of the building by the big brown garage door. The Food 

Pantry and Outreach offices are now located at 20 Central Ave. E., New London. The entry for outreach and 

the food pantry is on the back side of the building. The Food Pantry hours are now Tuesday, Wednesday & 

Thursday from 10am-3pm or by appointment.  

The Community Revival Boutique and Thrift Store opened on September 8th and had an amazing first 

week!  Donations of clothing and most household items are being taken Wednesdays-Fridays 10-3 and Sat-

urdays from 10-2 (or by appointment).  

Volunteers Needed!!! If you or anyone you know would like to volunteer in the Community Revival Boutique 

and Thrift Store, we are in need of more volunteers. The Store hours are Wednesday-Friday 10am-3pm and 

Saturdays 10am-2pm. If you or anyone you know would like to volunteer in a fun, fast paced environment, 

please contact Shawna at 320-347-1047 or stop in during store hours. We have a lot of different jobs availa-

ble from sorting and pricing donations to opening the store and running the till. 

In August, The Food Pantry welcomed 4 new families, served 21 children, 53 adults and 18 seniors in     

August. Food distributed equaled 2,213 pounds and 425 pounds of food were donated from community 

members and churches.   

The Wildcat Backpack Program is starting up again this month!  It is free to any families that attend the 

NLS school district and is completely confidential.  Each week volunteers pack 2 breakfasts, 2 lunches, 2 

snacks, 1 fruit, 1 treat and 2 drinks to send home for the weekend with those families that have signed up. 

One staff at each school is assigned to place these bags in the locker during the school day of each student 

requesting the backpacks, to ensure confidentiality. If a family prefers to not have them sent home from 

school, but would still like to utilize the program, they can come into the Food Pantry Tuesday, Wednesday 

or Thursday between 10-3 or by appointment.  If you know a family that could benefit from this program, 

please have them call Ashley at 320-354-5555.   

Senior Food Delivery- The Senior Food Delivery program is designed to deliver food to anyone that is 

homebound. If you, or someone you know, is interested in learning more about this program, please have 

them call Ashley at 320-354-5555.  

The Link’s Client Outreach program served five families in the month of August.  Throughout the month, 

The Link was able to help with utility bills, rent payments, medical bills and gas for medical appointments. 

The Household Exchange Program also served three families in August by giving them a dresser, couches, a 

recliner, dishes, kitchen utensils, bathroom necessities and a few beds.   

Tuesday’s Table: 

Tuesday’s Table continues to be cancelled until further notice.  

 
Monthly Giving Opportunities: 

The Link makes monthly giving a convenient option for our donors. You can set up online giving 
through The Link’s website, at www.youarethelink.org or directly through your bank. If you would 
like to make a one-time donation, you can send a check to P.O. Box 823, New London, MN 56273 
or via Venmo @The-Link-1.  Please contact Ashley at 320-354-5555 or email her at ash-
ley@youarethelink.org for more information. 
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         RALLY SUNDAY 

SEPTEMBER 12th 



             Lay  Readers:                     

       

 October 3: Jeff Wersal 
          

 October 10: Sue Block 
    
 October 17: Open 
 
 October 24: Kristene  
                          Foreman  
 October 31:  Nancy  
      Birkeland 
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Hospitality Servants & Worship Assistants   -  October Schedule 

       Ushers/Acolyte: 

October 3: Jerry & Jody Leason 

   Madelyn & Evelyn Titus acolyte 

October 10: Jeff & Sandy Wersal 

 

October 17: Open 

 

October 24: Open 

 

October 31: Barry & Sarah      

  Sampson Family 

       Coffee Servers: 

October 3:  Kathy Jansen’s 80th Birthday 

October 10:  Eileen & Dave Helmstetter 

October 17:  Pam Sigafoos & Nancy     

       Birkeland 

October 24:  Mary & Kim O’Malley 

October 31:  Dee & Bill Schurman 
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Members with Health Concerns: 

Jason Bents 

 

Family and Friends with Health Concerns: 

Pastor Jeff DeYoe 

Marcia Quale          Roger Ulferts 

Jen Carlson (Amanda Titus’ cousin)   Judy Heath 

Brad Kneisl          Aleah (Clark) Auge                                             
  

Grieving:  

Family of Alice Nelson (Tim Block’s Aunt), Family of Rodney Olsen (Erica Hippen’s  

Father), Family of Mary Collins, Family of Dean Madsen, Family of Joan Malmenger  

(Lisa Thorson’s Aunt), Family of Summer Schmitz, Family of Pastor Bill Miller, Family  

of James Jones (Arlos’ Grandson), Family of Bryan Sietsema (Bob’s Grandson)  

    

Care Facilities:  

Bob Sietsema (Bethesda Sunrise Village, Willmar), Barb Morris (Willmar), Mary Lou  

Swart (PCU’s at GlenOaks), Ruth Grom (Iowa), Maxine Quale (Willmar) 

 

Other Concerns:  

For those dealing with mental health issues and who struggle with addiction 

For those deeply wounded by domestic violence 

For those grieving the death of a loved one due to violence 

For those affected by natural disasters, COVID-19 pandemic, hurricanes 

For those serving in the military  

 



HOPE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

7730 NORTH SHORE DRIVE 

SPICER, MN 56288 

 

PHONE: 320-796-2650 

E-MAIL: hopepres@gmail.com 

WEBSITE: http://hopechurchspicer.org 

RADIO: KGLH 96.9 FM 
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                                  2021  

   

                                                       

             SUNDAY WORSHIP 

                       10:00 A.M.   Sanctuary      
              Also Facebook Live & on Radio 
                            TV on Thursdays at 8:00 a.m. & 5:00 p.m. 

  Office Hours           (Channel 18 or Channel 181) 

    8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.     

    Monday thru Friday        

                            


