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39And

going a little farther, he threw himself on the ground and
prayed, "My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from me; yet not
what I want but what you want." 40Then he came to the disciples and
found them sleeping; and he said to Peter, "So, could you not stay awake
with me one hour? 41Stay awake and pray that you may not come into
the time of trial; the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak .”
Matthew 26:39-41 (NRSV)
When Jesus tells his disciples the spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak, he could be talking
about any of us—all of us. The Apostle Paul says: “I do not understand my own actions. For I
do not do what I want, but I do the very thing I hate.” (Romans 7:15). I would guess that most
of us want to do better, but find that the flesh is indeed weak.
Sometimes the church is described by its critics as being full of hypocrites. I suppose we are
judged that way because church people have at times been willing to judge others harshly and
themselves rather more generously. But sometimes we are called hypocrites because we have certain standards for our conduct, and we don’t always live up to them. Call me a hypocrite.
We can accept that title, because we never claimed to be sinless in the first place. The church
is really a hospital for sinners. Who is God’s grace for, of not for sinners?
Amazing Grace has certainly been one of the church’s most beloved hymns over the past couple of centuries. And why does it speak to people in such an important way? Recall that the
song says that God’s grace saved—not a wonderfully perfect person like me—but a wretch like
me. Maybe we don’t think of ourselves as wretches, but we do—when we are honest—
acknowledge and even confess, our sin.
And we can do that, over and over again. We can confess, admit, and deal with the truth
about us—without fear—because we know that despite our shortcomings—the weakness of our
flesh—we are loved and forgiven by a merciful God.
If you or someone you know needs some good news, you can’t really do much better than
that.
Blessings,
Brian Jones
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At its July 11th meeting, the Session approved the following:
1. Using the same WOW curriculum used in 2021-2022 for
the 2022-2023 school year, Growing in God's Love:
A Story Bible Curriculum;
2. Participating in the United Way's annual Stuff the Bus
campaign;
3. Creating a berm on the north side of the church to divert rainwater; and
4. Received an update on planning for the church's 50th anniversary celebration
on September 11, 2022.

FINANCE REPORT
Year to Date

Year to Date

6/30/2022

Monthly Average

Income

$123,926.12

$20,654.35

Expenses

$149,252.55

$24,875.43

Net (Loss)

($25,326.43)

Income Needed to Cover Monthly Budgeted Expenses

$25,277.35

Per Capita Assessment for 2022

$8,256.00

Per Capita Paid by Members Through 6/30/2022

$3,599.00

Jerry Bents, Treasurer
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Psalm 45:10
“Be still and know that I Am God.”
God invites us to pray and meditate about His goodness. We need to take quiet time to reflect
on our lives and God's purpose for our existence. It is difficult in our busy lives to do this, but it is oh,
so important. Many years ago members of Hope Church created a prayer garden to the west of the
sanctuary. To enhance the experience, Hilda Grosklags had a large metal arbor designed and
planted at the north entrance to the garden. She wanted to honor her husband, Don, who passed
away two years ago and also her grandson, Andy Leason. Don loved the prayer garden at Hope,
as well as all God's gardens. There is no memorial plaque on the arbor since the garden is for all to
enjoy. Please feel free to stroll through the arbor and take rest from life's busy noise by communing
with God and His creation.
~~Deb Ficek~~

Psalm 23:1-3
“The Lord is my shepherd, I lack nothing. He makes me lie down in green pastures, he leads
me beside quiet waters, he refreshes my soul. He guides me along the right paths for his
name’s sake.”
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Christian Education Youth and Families
“For I know that you are a gracious and merciful God, slow to anger, abounding in
steadfast love and relenting from punishment.” Jonah 4:2b
Jonah
Most of us know something about the story of Jonah. The July Family Fun Festival Bible
lesson was based on this story. We might be familiar with the story of Jonah, but what does
it mean for us today? We tried to encourage participants to think about that in the family
night discussions.
As with most, if not all Biblical stories, there are several meanings and perspectives to
ponder. Is the story of Jonah about doing what God has called us to do without letting our
own desires enter into our obedience or disobedience? Is it a story about God’s strength
when God calmed the sea after the sailors threw Jonah overboard or when God grew and
then withered the shade plant for Jonah? Is it a story about God’s mercy and forgiveness?
It is probably a story about all of that and more.
These are discussions families can have together after hearing the Bible stories taught at
family events, WOW, Pre-confirmation, Adult Study, and TAG. Bible stories are pertinent to
our lives today. How? We only begin to know when we spend time contemplating their
relevance to us today.
Goings-on at Hope
WOW! it has been a busy summer!! What fun we have as a family!!
June: Meatball supper
First Family Fun Festival

July:

2 Parades
2nd Family Fun Festival
Stingers Game

Thank you, thank you to everyone who worked so hard to make these events possible.
The very day I wrote this I read the devotional in These Days, July 12th. The title was “Many
Hands, One God”. It spoke about when we thank people for their work in the church. We
are also grateful for the way God is at work in and through our gatherings.
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August 17th is the last Family Fun Festival
The Bible lesson is about the Parable of the Mustard Seed.
Lots of fun planned! EVERYONE IS WELCOME!
6:00-8:00 pm

River of Hope Youth Center

August 17th
September 11th
September 14th
September 16th-18th

Don’t miss it!

Upcoming Dates:
Family Fun Festival
50th Anniversary and Rally Day
First day of Wednesday night classes
Clearwater Forest Work Weekend

Teachers Needed!
As of right now, we need at least 1 person to co-teach one of
the WOW classes, and we need someone for Adult Bible Study.
Contact Tyann to volunteer.
Respectfully Submitted by Tyann Jones

.

July 20th Family Fun Festival
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PARADE PICTURES!!
SPICER 4TH OF JULY

NEW LONDON WATERDAYS
JULY 16TH
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Order your Hope Presbyterian Church T-shirt now!
We will be ordering T-shirts in celebration of our 50th Anniversary! They are $25
each. The more shirts we order from Rambow, the cheaper they will be! To submit
your order, please sign-up on the sheet in the Fellowship Hall. Payment will be due
when the shirts are distributed on Sunday, September 4th. Deadline to submit your
order is Sunday, August 14th.

The back of the shirt:
CELEBRATING 50 YEARS
HOPE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
EST. 1971

&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&
PLEASE SIGN UP TO HELP IN THE KITCHEN, BRING A SALAD OR
BRING A DESSERT ON SEPTEMBER 11TH FOR OUR 50TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION LUNCH———-SIGN UP SHEET ON THE TABLE
IN THE FELLOWSHIP HALL. THANKS!

Mark Your Calendars!
Celebration! Sunday, September 11th
Come help us celebrate 50 years of worshiping together
at Hope Church!

10:00 am Worship & Program
12:00 pm Picnic Lunch
12:30 pm Games, Root Beer Floats, Blue
Grass Music

September 11th is also Rally Day!!

We will be returning to Christian Education Classes on
Wednesday, September 14th.
W.O.W. Word on Wednesday
Pre-confirmation class / Confirmation
T.A.G. Teens And God

June/July 2022 Updates
We are looking for your help! In the past few months, we have seen a huge increase of need in The
Food Pantry. Unfortunately, the current food shortage is also affecting what we have available to us
for distribution. We are looking to churches to see if anyone would be interested in hosting a food
drive to help stock our shelves and refrigerators? Please call Ashley at 320-354-5555 if you are interested in having a food drive and we can share more details.
In June, The Food Pantry welcomed 15 new families, served 87 children, 129 adults and 22 seniors. Food weighing in at 4,114 pounds was distributed and 360 pounds of food was donated from
community members and churches. Food Rescue also brought in 1,685.5 pounds of food from
Cashwise and ALDI. We are currently also in need of more Food Pantry volunteers for Thursday afternoons. If you, or anyone you know, would be interested in volunteering, please contact Ashley at 320-354-5555.
The Wildcat Backpack Program- This program will start up again when school starts this fall.
Families are eligible to come in and pick up backpack food for their children any time The Food
Pantry is open, Tuesday-Thursday 10am-3pm.
Senior Food Delivery- The Senior Food Delivery program is designed to deliver food to anyone
that is homebound. If you, or someone you know, is interested in learning more about this program
please have them call Ashley at 320-354-5555.
The Link’s Client Outreach and Household Exchange programs served 9 families in the month of
June. Throughout the month, The Link was able to help with rental expenses, medical bills and
utility bills for those in need. The Household Exchange program also helped 5 families with furnishing their homes.
The Community Revival Boutique and Thrift Store Volunteers Needed!!! We do have a specific need for regular Saturday volunteers (which could be anything from once a month to every
Saturday). The Store hours are Wednesdays &Fridays 10am-3pm, Thursdays 10-4 and Saturdays
10am-2pm. If you or anyone you know would like to volunteer on a regular basis in a fun, fast
paced environment, please contact Shawna at 320-347-1047 or stop in during store hours. We have
a lot of different jobs available from sorting and pricing donations to opening the store and running
the till.
**Donations of clothing and most household items are being taken Wednesdays-Fridays 10-3 and
Saturdays from 10-2 (or by appointment). Please call if you have any questions about when/where
to drop off items and if there is a need for any of your bigger household items.
Volunteer Hours totaled 927 hours for the month of Junel! The work that is done at The Link and
Community Revival would not be possible without the dedication to all of our faithful volunteers willing to give their time! Thank you is not enough….we are grateful to each and every one of you!!!
Tuesday’s Table: TUESDAY’S TABLE IS SCHEDULED TO START UP AGAIN IN SEPTEMBER
OF 2022!!!! If your church would like to take part in hosting Tuesday’s Table, please call Ashley at 320-354-5555 or email ashley@youarethelink.org
Monthly Giving Opportunities:
The Link makes monthly giving a convenient option for our donors. You can set
up online giving through The Link’s website at www.youarethelink.org or directly
through your bank. If you would like to make a one-time donation, you can send a
check to P.O. Box 823, New London, MN 56273 or via Venmo @The-Link-1.
Please contact Ashley at 320-354-5555 or email her at ashley@youarethelink.org
for more information.
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Lay Readers:
August 7th:
8:30 am Jeff Wersal
10:00 am Sue Block
August 14th:
8:30 am Open
10:00 am Deb Ficek
August 21st:
8:30 am Open
10:00 am Open
August 28th:
8:30 am Kathryn Frazee
10:00 am Kathryn Frazee
Hope CongregationI would like thank everyone for the cards,
best wishes and gifts, to help celebrate my
birthday. Also, Gary and I thank you for
the visits, prayers and your support during
this difficult transition of our lives. We
couldn’t do it without you!

AUGUST DONATION
CHALLENGE!
“STUFF THE BUS”
SCHOOL SUPPLIES
(Pick up a list of needed
supplies from the table)
(THE UNITED WAY DONATION
PICK-UP IS AUGUST 15TH)

The Lutheran Social Services meal delivery program in Willmar is in need of volunteers for deliveries. Schedules are
open! You may deliver whatever fits your
schedule. They are in great need for
August deliveries. Please contact Deb at
320-295-2801 with any questions or to
volunteer.

God Bless! Gwen Anfinson

Coffee Servers
August 7th: Bev & Howard Jones
August 14th: Lisa Thorson & Sherry Bratsch
August 21st: Tyann Jones
August 28th: Joni & Jeff Lamphere
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Members with Health Concerns:
Dick Lindahl, Audrey Dean
Family and Friends with Health Concerns:
Linda Everson

Marcus (Larry Bratsch’s son)

Barb Roguske

Grieving:
Family of Adam Madsen, Family of Michele Okuly, Family of Bessie Klose
Care Facilities:
Gary Anfinson (Bethesda), David Carlson (Bethesda North Pointe), Jeanette Gault
(GlenOaks), Ed Johnston (GlenOaks Apts.), Bob Sietsema (Bethesda North Pointe),
Barb Morris (Copperleaf - Willmar), Mary Lou Swart (PCU’s at Glen Oaks), Maxine
Quale (Willmar)
Other Concerns:
For those dealing with mental health issues and who struggle with addiction
For those deeply wounded by domestic violence
For those grieving the death and injury of a loved one due to violence and war
For those affected by natural disasters, COVID-19 pandemic
For those serving in the military in Ukraine and elsewhere

August Deacons of the Month: Dave & Eileen Helmstetter
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PHONE: 320-796-2650
E-MAIL: hopepres@gmail.com
WEBSITE: http://hopechurchspicer.org
RADIO: KGLH 96.9 FM
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

2022
SUNDAYS
8:30 A.M. Outdoor Worship

Office Hours
8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

*Monday thru Thursday

(in Chapel/Gazebo or sanctuary, if raining)
9:15 A..M. Coffee
10:00 A.M. Worship (in Sanctuary)
Also Facebook Live & on Radio
Also on TV - Channel 18 or Channel 181:

Sundays 2:30 pm
Tuesdays 11:30 am & 8:30 pm and
Thursdays 8:00 am & 5:00 pm

