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   51When the days drew near for him to be taken up, he set his face to go to Jerusalem. 

52And he sent messengers ahead of him. On their way they entered a village of the Samaritans to make 

ready for him; 53but they did not receive him, because his face was set toward Jerusalem. 54When his 

disciples James and John saw it, they said, "Lord, do you want us to command fire to come down from 

heaven and consume them?"55But he turned and rebuked them. Luke 9:51:55 (NRSV) 

The Christian faith calls us to do and to be certain things.  One of the hardest things for me to do is 

to refrain from judgment of others.  There are times when Jesus is even more direct about not judg-

ing others, but here, the disciples are just so annoyed at the Samaritans’ rejection of Jesus that 

they are ready to destroy them.  And for that, they receive Jesus’ rebuke. 

I guess it gives me some comfort to know that the disciples were wrong in their judgment—as I 

have been so many times.  But this little story does serve to show us that one reason we shouldn’t 

judge others is that our judgments will be wrong.  Jesus has no intention of destroying these peo-

ple.  And in fact, in other stories, Jesus speaks of the Samaritans—who did not believe or worship 

like Jesus’ Jewish people did—in ways that are surprisingly supportive.  He even uses them as ex-

amples of righteous conduct. 

It is so hard not to judge others in our time.  And I think I am not the only one to think this, because 

much of the judgment I hear in these times is not coming from inside me.  When I am not at my 

best, I do sometimes get a little judgmental.  And I take no comfort in knowing that others do this 

too.  We feel free anymore to judge the way people raise their kids, the way they worship, the way 

they vote, the way they dress, the way they speak, the way they respond to things that we have 

done or said, the things they believe. 

Why are we OK with this?  Why are we do quick to judge others?  Is there anything we can do 

about our judgmental nature?  Well, we can start by trying to be aware of the judgment that just 

sneaks into so many of our conversations.  We can try to listen carefully to ourselves and hear what 

comes out of our mouths.  That’s a good start. 

And then, as always, we can pray to our loving God—the one who seeks the best for us and from 

us, and who knows all the good and the bad we are capable of.  God promises to transform us, 

body, mind, and soul.  What if we all prayed for that, and then also agreed ahead of time that we 

were OK being transformed?  It would mean we would have to change.  We’d have to be different! 

We can always count on God to do God’s part in us.  So let’s do our part, and see if we can be-
come people who feel mostly led to love and serve and forgive others and not to judge them.    

 Blessings, 

             Bria� Jone� 
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                                           Did You Know?                 By Pastor Brian 

 

In our church, there is no altar.  In the Jewish temple, there was an altar, where sacri-

fices could be made for the forgiveness of sin.  People would bring offerings of grain 

or wine or animals, to be sacrificed to God on the altar.  One way to think about our 

salvation is to consider Jesus’ death the sacrifice for our sins. 

 

In some denominations, there is an altar at the front of the church, on which the sacri-
fice of the body and blood of Christ is made anew each time Communion is served.  
In the Presbyterian Church, we have a Communion table, not an altar.  So for some 
Christians, Communion practice is an imitation or re-enactment of Jesus’ sacrifice, so 
that the sacrifice is made again and again, each time Communion is served.  Our be-
lief is that the sacrifice was made once for all, so our practice at Communion is more 
an imitation—a remembrance—of Jesus’ Last Supper with his disciples, where he 
tells us to re-enact the meal with the bread and the cup, in remembrance of him.   

   

        
At its October 10th meeting, the Session approved the following: 
 
  *   Using Simple Sundays by PC(USA) for the TAG curriculum; 
  *   Holding the children's Christmas Program during worship on    
December 11th; 
  *   Using Hope's portion of the 2022 Pentecost offering for the CARE 
Pantry's birthday kits; 
  *   Using Hope's portions of the 2021 and 2022 Peace and Global Witness offering 
for children in crisis through Safe Avenues; 
  *   Allowing a Blessing Box to be built and located on church property; 
  *   The bid of Forkrud Floor Care of New London to clean carpets; 
  *   Sending a letter to inactive members requesting their wishes; and 
  *   Holding a Service of Remembrance during worship on Sunday, October 30th; a 
Thanksgiving service at 7:00 p.m., Sunday, November 20th, with communion; and 
Christmas Eve service at 5:00 p.m., Saturday, December 24th, with communion.  

     The following volunteered to serve communion Sunday, November 6th:  Steve 
Barney, Deb Ficek, Kristene Foreman, Jody Leason and Wally Titus.  
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FINANCE REPORT 

        Year to Date          Year to Date 

          9/30/2022             Monthly Average 

Income            $188,906.21                $20,989.58  

Expenses               $211,691.96            $23,521.33 

Net Profit (Loss)                 ($22,785.75) 

Income Needed to Cover Monthly Budgeted Expenses              $25,277.35 

 

Per Capita Assessment for 2022                                             $8,256.00 

Per Capita Paid by Members Through 9/30/2022                         $3,812.00 

 

                                                               
____________________________________________________________________ 
 

   

 

 

 

 Thank you so much for the prayers, concern, and cards sent to me after my heart 
attack!  I truly appreciate them!          God is Good!                                                                
                 Lisa Thorson  

 

 I had a few tough days after receiving my last Covid vaccination.  I often get quite 
ill from any vaccine , but this one was a bit worse.  As I was really out of it from the in-
jection and prescription headache pills, I fell over a stool and did a header into a 
heavy plant stand (the plant stand is OK.)  I got an ambulance ride to the ER where I 
spent five hours.  Thank you for the phone calls, cards, food and snacks, kind words 
and prayers.  It is wonderful to be part of a community of believers at Hope Church! 

                                                     Blessings and Peace,  John Williamson 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     HPW INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS 

   SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 6TH DURING WORSHIP 

   LUNCH FOLLOWING FOR OFFICERS & SPOUSES 

                Co-Moderators: Jonelle Foreman & Sandy Wersal 

     Secretary: Pam Sigafoos                Treasurer (Interim): Jerry Bents 

Mission/Programming Committee: Dee Norling, Sue Block & Jody Leason 

Search Committee: Lisa Thorson, Jo Holm & Sandy Wersal 

Communications Committee: Robin Mulder, Karen Bents & Kathy Taatjes 

************************************************************************************ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                               

 

 

    SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 20TH AT 7:00 PM 
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Christian Education Youth and Families 

“Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw 

off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us run with 

perseverance the race marked out for us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and 

perfecter of faith.” Hebrews 12: 1-2a 

      

                                                           Calendar                                                                    

 

November 1  All Saints Day 

 

November 2  5:45 - Family meal at the church  

          6:15  - WOW and Pre-confirmation classes 

          6:30  - The TAG class will Trick or Treat for the Care Pantry.           

 (If you want to donate items to be picked up, fill out the form in the bulletin or at  

    church and give it to Tyann Jones or Karen Bents) 

 

November 20  WOW, Pre-confirmation and TAG classes will be      

                       dismissed after the children’s sermon to go to the      

                    classrooms to make ornaments to help decorate the                                  

         Christmas tree in the fellowship hall. 

 

November 23  No Wednesday night classes – Thanksgiving break 

November 27?     Advent Fun Hour 

 

Confirmation class is after church on Sundays.  

Adult Bible Study is after church on Sundays in the Jack Anderson Fireside Room    

All are Welcome! 

 

Looking Ahead 

December 4  We will have rehearsal for the Christmas program after     

                       church.  Pizza will be served for participants and families.  

 

December 7  Rehearsal for the Christmas program at 6:15 for all classes 

 

December 11  Christmas program during church at 10:00 a.m. 



 

 

December 14  All Christian Education classes, parents and EVERYONE    

  who wants to join in, will be Christmas caroling at Bethesda North Pointe and    

     GlenOaks, starting at North Pointe. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“The cross is where Jesus died for us”            “We teach children about God” 

 

  The TAG (High School) class took pictures of things around the church property  

that they think represents what we believe. This is just a sampling. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

“Are you Grumbly Hateful or Humbly Grateful?” 

This is a title of a Sunday school song but still a good question. 

        

“Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanks-

giving, let your requests be made know to God; and the peace of God, which sur-

passes all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus” 

Phil. 4: 6-7  

                                                    Respectfully submitted by Tyann Jones 
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             Lay  Readers:                     

      

 November 6th:  Sue Block 
  

 November 13th:  Jeff Wersal 

     
 November 20th:  Open 

 

 November 27th:  Open 
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                                Coffee Servers 
 

 November 6th:  Bill & Dee Schurman 

 November 13th:  Greg & Robin Mulder 

 November 20th:  Mary & Ben/Kim O’Malley 

 November 27th:  Harold & Jonelle Foreman 

                     NOVEMBER                  

 CARE PANTRY DONATION   

   CHALLENGE! 

         Laundry Detergent 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          

            Trick or Treat for the      

           CARE Pantry  

              Wednesday          

     November 2nd 

 

           New Members Classes 

   Monday, November 21st 

            6:30 p.m.         and 

   Monday, November 28th 

            6:30 p.m. 
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Members with Health Concerns: 

Daryl & Kathy Taatjes, Ruth Birkeland, Don Heath 

 

Family and Friends with Health Concerns: 

Bob Dieken (Karen Bents’ brother)    Wilma Jones (Pastor Brian’s Mom) 

Sandy Aalderks                Jerry Harder     

                                                                                                 

Grieving:  

Family of Nathan Saetveit, Family of Myriam Ivers (Friend of Sharon Jones), Family  

of Roger Ulferts, Family of Ashley Wiekamp (Darrin’s sister), Family of Jacob Thom 

as Dahlheimer (Friend of Kimmy Knopps-Melton), Family of Gwen Boonstra  

(Grandmother of Sherry Bratsch’s children), Family of Maxine Quale 

  

Care Facilities:  

Gary Anfinson (Bethesda-Willmar), David Carlson (Bethesda North Pointe), Jeanette  

Gault (GlenOaks), Ed Johnston (GlenOaks Apts.), Bob Sietsema (Bethesda North  

Pointe), Barb Morris (Copperleaf - Willmar), Mary Lou Swart (PCU’s at GlenOaks) 

 

Other Concerns:  

For those dealing with mental health issues and who struggle with addiction 

For those deeply wounded by domestic violence 

For those grieving the death and injury of a loved one due to violence and war 

For those affected by natural disasters, COVID-19 pandemic 

For those serving in the military in Ukraine and elsewhere 

 

November Deacons of the Month:  Celia Evenson & Sandy Meyer 
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 Office Hours                            SUNDAYS 

   8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.           9:15 A.M.  Coffee 

*Monday thru Thursday     10:00 A.M.   Worship   

                   Also Facebook Live & on Radio 
                           Also on TV - Channel 18 or Channel 181 

                                Sundays 2:30 pm 

             Tuesdays 11:30 am & 8:30 pm and  

              Thursdays  8:00 am & 5:00 pm       


