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1 You who live in the shelter of the Most High,
who abide in the shadow of the Almighty,
2 will say to the LORD, “My refuge and my fortress; my God, in whom I trust.”
3 For he will deliver you from the snare of the fowler
and from the deadly pestilence;
4 he will cover you with his pinions and under his wings you will find refuge;
his faithfulness is a shield and buckler.
5 You will not fear the terror of the night or the arrow that flies by day,
6 or the pestilence that stalks in darkness,
or the destruction that wastes at noonday. Psalm 91:16 (NRSV)
Dear Hope Presbyterians:
As I write this, Advent is on the horizon, though I am still anticipating Thanksgiving dinner, with
some impatience. Advent is a really important season that sometimes gets overlooked by Christians. We tend to slide from Thanksgiving to Christmas without much hesitation.
But Advent is a time of waiting and a time of preparation. Historically, it has been seen as a season
of repentance, and that repentance is seen as our preparation for Christmas.
I know there are lots of ways to consider how we will prepare for Christmas. I would like you to
consider what it means that we are the ones who live in the shelter of the Most High, who abide in
the shadow of the Almighty; that we are the people who say to the LORD, “My refuge and my fortress; my God, in whom I trust.”
One way we know ourselves to be loved by God—one way we see ourselves as living in the shelter
of the Most High, is because of God’s gift of Jesus, which we celebrate at Christmas. In Jesus’
birth we have our loving God coming to us, as one of us, to show us God’s way for us. That is truly
something to celebrate. Generally speaking, Christmas celebrations don’t have all that much to do
with God or with Jesus anymore. So to celebrate that way will take some preparation. And that’s
not just about buying gifts and food.
For Christians, this has, for centuries, meant preparing by repentance. And repentance may not
mean exactly what you think it does. This subject will come up in worship over the coming weeks,
so I invite you to make a special effort to be present on Sunday mornings with your fellow Hope
Presbyterians, as we navigate these waters of Advent. They can be a blessing in and of themselves!
Blessings, Brian Jones
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SESSION MEETING HIGHLIGHTS

At its November 1, 2021 meeting the Session approved the following:
* holding the memorial service of non-member Terry Paradee on
November 2 in the sanctuary.
* holding the children's Christmas program on December 12, 2021
during worship.
* the purchase and installation of a new telephone system.
* purchasing a Christmas gift for church members.
* hosting the April 5, 2022 Presbytery meeting at Hope Church.
* Holding a special congregational meeting on December 19, 2021
immediately following worship to elect officers.
And received a report of the church's records being reviewed by the
Presbytery with no exceptions being found.
FINANCE REPORT
Year to Date

Year to Date

October

10/31/21

Income

$22,048.99

$166,291.22

$16,629.12

Expenses

$25,830.64

$164,241.23

$16,424.13

Net Profit (Loss)

($3,781.65)

Monthly Average

$2,049.99

Income Needed to Cover Monthly Budgeted Expenses
Per Capita Assessment for 2021

$8,342.00

Paid by Members Through 10/31/21

$3,422.00

$24,231.34

Jerry Bents, Treasurer
*Your 2022 Offering Envelopes are on the table in the Narthex. Please contact
me of any changes or additions. Thanks!
*If you have not paid your Per Capita please do so, using the blue giving envelopes available in the pews, by sending a check to church or pay online on our
website, hopechurchspicer.org and click on “Give Now.”
*The Christmas Joy Offering will be received thru December 19th-envelopes are
available in the pews.
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HPW NEWS

Our Christmas Sing-a-long that was scheduled for December 7th, will be
changed to be held in conjunction with the Advent Fun event on Sunday, December
5th at 3:00 p.m. Please bring an hors d’oeuvre to share.
Our 2022 HPW booklet will be in your church mailboxes soon. Please check your
mailbox for them!
Greetings from the Technology Committee!
If you have been in church lately, you have noticed that the projector is on the fritz. One Sunday it
will work fine, and then the next it won't stay on for more than 2 minutes. The Technology Committee is planning on upgrading to a new HD system where we have the capability of projecting to 2
large screen televisions (one in front for the congregation and one in back for the choir, pastor, and
lay reader) as well as to individual iPads for those that can't see too well. However this system
costs approximately $6000. We need your help in paying for this system. Please find it in your
heart to give towards this unexpected expense. Just mark on the memo line of your check
"Technology". You can also give online towards "Technology". All donations will be greatly appreciated! Thank you in advance for your donations and support!
Have a wonderful and blessed Christmas!

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

PASTOR BRIAN’S INSTALLATION
SERVICE
NOVEMBER 14, 2021
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Deacons

The Deacons met on Monday, November 15th in the Fellowship Hall.
Discussions were held on the Deacons budget, Christmas ideas for the shut-ins
and members in senior living facilities and in regards to having a Blue Christmas
event.
Communion was served on November 7th, Service of Remembrance Sunday,
with 90 people receiving the Sacrament. No extended Communion.
Our next Communion will be on Thanksgiving Eve (Wednesday, November 24th),
Sunday, December 5th and Christmas Eve (Friday, December 24th).
December Deacons of the Month are Dave Helmstetter and Sherry Bratsch.
Our next meeting will be held on Monday, December 20th at 6:30 p.m.
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Presbyterian Youth Triennium 2022
When:

July 23-28, 2022

Where:

Indiana Convention Center in Indianapolis, IN

Who:

Youth grades 8-12 in this current school year 2021-2022

Cost:

$850 per youth participant. This includes registration fee,
cost of adult leaders, cost of bus, hotel, and misc.

Registration:

Registration form and nonrefundable $200 deposit is due January 20, 2022

Funding:

Personal, church scholarships, and fundraisers –
more info. coming on funds available.

Registration packets and information is being mailed and emailed to the eligible youth families.
Contact Tyann Jones with questions
Cell phone # 605-204-0222

When did we see you?
Matthew 25:31-46
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TRUNK OR TREAT (INSIDE, DUE TO WEATHER)
OCTOBER 27TH

TRICK OR TREAT FOR THE CARE PANTRY (NOVEMBER 3RD)
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Lights
No doubt you have noticed the beautiful windows in our church, installed by Bob Barr and his
crew who do a wonderful job. Windows let in the LIGHT. Light is one of the first things God created. “And God said, ‘Let there be light,’ and there was light. God saw that the light was good…”
Genesis 1:3-4a. Light is important. We have to have it to live. Energy from the Sun is the first step
in every food chain. It helps sustain us.
We are about to enter the season of ADVENT. The word, “Advent”, means “coming”. It is a
time to anticipate Jesus’ coming, first, as a baby and again, in the future. We light candles each
week of Advent and also the Christ Candle on Christmas. As we add a lighted candle each week,
the light grows the closer we get to the Christ Candle.
Jesus called himself the “Light of the World”. In John 8:12, in speaking to a group of people
Jesus said, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will
have the light of life.” In Matthew 5, Jesus tells us we are the “Light of the world” and that we should
“Let our light shine before others”.
So in this season of light, maybe we could be windows and let in the light of Christ and in turn,
shine that light of Christ to those in our world.

Important Dates:
Wednesday, Dec. 1st

Family supper – Papa Murphy’s Pizza – 5:30 p.m.
Program practice during evening classes -6:15 p.m.

Sunday, Dec. 5th

WOW and Confirmation students make ornaments in the fellowship hall
AFTER the Children’s message in church

Sunday Dec. 5th

Advent Fun Hour – EVERYONE is invited
3:00-4:00 p.m. (bring an hors d’oeuvre to share)

Wednesday, Dec. 8th

Program practice during evening classes-6:15 p.m.

Sunday, Dec. 12th

Christmas program during church – 10:00 a.m.

Submitted by Tyann Jones
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LOTS GOING ON:

Christmas Program:
The program is during church on December 12th, 10:00 a.m.
Practices: Wednesday, December 1st and 8th
During WOW, Confirmation and TAG time- 6:15 p.m.
*************************************************************************************************
DECEMBER 5th
1. The WOW students will decorate ornaments for the Christmas tree in the Fellowship Hall. They will be in church until after the children’s message and then they
will go to the Fellowship Hall.
The confirmation students will help them make their ornaments.
2. This same day from 3:00-4:00 p.m. at the church, we will have an ADVENT FUN
HOUR, co-hosted by the CEYF committee and the TAG group. This is a wholechurch event. We will play a game that easily involves everyone, sing Christmas
carols, and eat. We will be done in one hour. Please bring an hors d’oeuvre to
share.

*************************************************************************************************
PHOTO CORNER
Come to church and take your Christmas family picture!!
There will be a decorated photo corner all set up in the Fellowship Hall during
December. Use it at your convenience.
Submi ed by Tyann Jones
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November 2021 Updates
The Holiday’s are in full swing at The Link! Staff and volunteers have been
busy prepping for Thanksgiving and Christmas as well as continuing our regular programming! Thanksgiving baskets were just wrapped up last week and
distribution will be Tuesday and Wednesday before Thanksgiving. There were
over 75 families signed up to receive these baskets! Christmas sign up has also started. There are
a few ways you can help families in need this holiday. The Link distributes gifts, gift cards and
Christmas meals to families the week of Christmas. If you would like to participate in purchasing
anything from gift cards and gifts to food for the food baskets, please call The Link and let us know
what you would like to do. Also, if you know any families that could use a little help this holiday season, the sign-up to receive gifts is open until December 2nd. This allows families that are shopping
some time to get the gifts purchased and to The Link the week before Christmas. Any families
signed up are confidential. There is no identifying information shared with the shoppers. There is a
system in place to ensure the privacy of each family is respected, unless they want to be known.
In October, The Food Pantry distributed 2616.5 pounds of food, had 12 new families and served
36 kids, 71 adults and 420 seniors. The Link also served 7 families in Client Outreach to assist
with everything from rent and utility assistance to gas for medical appointments and money to do
laundry.
The Wildcat Backpack Program is seeing an increase in numbers for the first time since distant
learning took effect. We are currently serving 50 kids between Prairie Meadows, Prairie Woods, the
Middle School and High School. If you are looking for non-monetary ways to help, The Wildcat
Backpack Program can always use extra non-perishable items including: mac-n-cheese, Chef
Boyardee meals, applesauce or other fruit pouches, single serve snack bags (chips, cheese-its,
pretzels, etc.), treats and juice boxes.
Senior Food Delivery- The senior food delivery program is designed to help those who are homebound and find it difficult to get food. There are many volunteers who would love to deliver food to
anyone in need. If you have any questions as to how this program works, please call Ashley at
354-5555.
The Community Revival Boutique and Thrift has seen a significant increase in donations and
sales! Currently the store is open Wednesday-Friday from 10-3 and Saturdays from 10-2. Because
of the increase in donations and shoppers, we are looking for more volunteers (especially for Saturdays). If you or anyone you know would like to volunteer in a fast paced, fun environment, please
call Shawna at 320-367-1047.
Thank you for your continuous support. It does not go unnoticed! YOU are the Link!
Tuesday’s Table:
Tuesday’s Table continues to be cancelled until further notice.
Monthly Giving Opportunities:
The Link makes monthly giving a convenient option for our donors. You can set up online giving
through The Link’s website at www.youarethelink.org or directly through your bank. If you would like
to make a one time donation, you can send a check to P.O. Box 823, New London, MN 56273 or via
Venmo @The-Link-1. Please contact Ashley at 320-354-5555 or email her for more information at
ashley@youarethelink.org
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Written by Dave Eliason and Brian Pearson, this year's show brings us pert' near close to
home. Winnie, native of Bonanza, Minnesota, is thankful to be away from home for the holiday
season. With a new life in North Carolina, Christmas will look a little different. But maybe that's
not all it's cracked up to be? We hope you enjoy this show with bluegrass flare (and maybe some
accordion)!

Enjoy the show alongside a four course meal complete with hors d'oeuvres, salad course, main
course and dessert course. You're sure to leave full and entertained! Limited tickets available,
$75 per person. Order tickets for one of five shows online or by calling our office at 320-796-

2181.
Showtimes: Thursday, Dec. 9 at 5:30 pm, Friday, Dec. 10 at 5:30 pm, Saturday, Dec.
11 at 12:30 pm & 5:30 pm and Sunday, Dec. 12 at 12:30 pm
Unable to attend this year's show? Order a takeout Meatball Dinner featuring
your Dinner Theater favorites! For $25 per person, enjoy homemade meatballs,
mashed potatoes and gravy, glazed carrots, fresh dinner rolls with butter, pasta salad, raspberry cream cheese jello salad, and rommegrot. With the purchase of a
takeout meatball dinner, you'll also receive access to an online prerecorded performance. Round out your Dinner Theater meal with the perfect dessert! Add a plate
of assorted Christmas bars for $10 a dozen.
Limited quantities available of both items. Preorder your meals before December
13 to save yours! All of this will available for curbside pickup at Green Lake Bible
Camp in Spicer on December 17 from 3:00 PM - 7:00 PM. Order online or by calling our office at 320-796-2181.
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Hospitality Servants & Worship Assistants - December Schedule

Ushers/Acolyte:

Lay Readers:
December 5: Sue Block

December 5: Zach Fischer

December 12: Christmas
Program
December 12: Kids - Christmas
December 19: Nancy
Birkeland
Program
December 24:
December 19: Barry & Sarah
Sampson Family
December 26:
December 26:

Coffee Servers:
December 5: Wendy & Bob Barr
December 12: Jackie Wahl & Gaylord Lind
December 19: Carol & Bob Sampson
December 26: Melissa & Lyle Mangen
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Members with Health Concerns: Ed Johnston
Family and Friends with Health Concerns:
Judy (Jonelle Foreman’s aunt)

Pastor Jeff DeYoe

Paul (Mulder’s son-in-law)

Nathan & Jason Saetveit

Brandon Dean

Roger Ulferts

David Carlson

Brad Kneisl

Missy Oothoudt (Sarah Sampson’s sister)

Grieving:
Family of Randy Caskey, Family of Carroll Sarsland, Family of Roger Johnson,
Family of Duane Slaughter, Family of Dean Anderson
Care Facilities:
Bob Sietsema (Bethesda North Point, New London), Barb Morris (Willmar), Mary Lou
Swart (PCU’s at GlenOaks), Ruth Grom (Iowa), Maxine Quale (Willmar)
Other Concerns:
For those dealing with mental health issues and who struggle with addiction
For those deeply wounded by domestic violence
For those grieving the death of a loved one due to violence
For those affected by natural disasters, COVID-19 pandemic
For those serving in the military
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PHONE: 320-796-2650
E-MAIL: hopepres@gmail.com
WEBSITE: http://hopechurchspicer.org
RADIO: KGLH 96.9 FM
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

2021
MERRY
CHRISTMAS!

SUNDAY WORSHIP
10:00 A.M. Sanctuary
Also Facebook Live & on Radio
TV on Thursdays at 8:00 a.m. & 5:00 p.m.

Office Hours
8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Monday thru Friday

(Channel 18 or Channel 181)
11:00 A.M. Bible Study

