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Then little children were being brought to him in order that he might lay his hands on
them and pray. The disciples spoke sternly to those who brought them; but Jesus said,
"Let the little children come to me, and do not stop them; for it is to such as these that
the kingdom of heaven belongs."5And he laid his hands on them and went on his way.
Matthew 19:13-15 (NRSV)
Jesus had time for children. When we are trying to get our priorities right in our own lives, we will
want to remember that Jesus had time for children. I would guess that most people who have
raised kids (or are doing so now) would agree with me that it is challenging work. Every day you
wonder if you are making mistakes. Pretty often, you wish you could have a do-over. There are
regrets.
As Christians, we want always to be thinking about how our children and grandchildren (and even
neighborhood children) are being led to see Jesus and the church. And in this, we are examples
every day—even when we are not fully aware of that fact.
One worry I have is that parents get busy and forget to make being a part of a faithful church a top
priority in the life of the family. But another worry I have is that sometimes parents treat the Christian faith as if it is mostly for children. They get their kids to Christian Education programs, but they
don’t participate fully in the life of the church themselves. They drop kids off, but are not here to
worship with each other. This happens in every church that I know of.
This sends the message to kids that Jesus is for kids, God is for kids, the church is for kids, and
once you are confirmed, you can be done with all that. I don’t suppose anybody means to convey
that, but as I say, we are all examples, pretty much all the time.
The point of our Christian Education programs is to help kids to become mature, faithful Christians.
In order for that to happen, they need to see their families in church, worshipping and praying and
singing together with other mature, faithful Christians. They need this.
I should say that none of this is meant as a criticism of anybody. I mention it because of an opportunity being made available this summer. We will be doing some experimenting with our outdoor
service. Maybe you will notice that it will seem a little less formal (and maybe a bit shorter, but no
promises!) than the later service. If you have gotten away from the habit of having your family in
Sunday worship, the 8:30 service in the outdoor chapel might be just what you need this summer. I
hope to see you there.
Blessings,

Brian Jones
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Session meeting Highlights (June 6,2022)

To have the ushers for the outdoor worship service:
ο have the worshipers sign the fellowship pad by the
gazebo before they sit down;
ο have the offering plates available by the gazebo to
collect the offering from worshipers before they sit
down; and
ο for the July communion, distribute prepackaged elements to worshipers by the gazebo before they sit
down and that ushers should assist anyone who has difficulty opening the
elements.
Received information from the Property Committee on replacing the trim
around the outside of the church and creating berms to divert rainwater.
ο Approved the Ministry & Staff Assistant reducing weekly hours from 40
to 32 hours effective July 1, 2022.
ο Approved the Christian Education, Youth and Families Committee to
take mission offerings at the summer 2022 Family Festivals.
ο

FINANCE REPORT
Year to Date

Year to Date

5/31/2022

Monthly Average

Income

$100,645.03

$20,129.01

Expenses

$126,556.13

$25,311.23

Net (Loss)

($25,911.10)

Income Needed to Cover Monthly Budgeted Expenses

$25,277.35

Per Capita Assessment for 2022

$8,256.00

Per Capita Paid by Members Through 5/31/2022

$3,544.00
Jerry Bents, Treasurer
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
PLEASE SEE THE SIGN-UP SHEETS
BY THE LIBRARY

* To assist Maggie in preparing for the early service’s musical needs,
helping her at 7:30 am on Sunday mornings this summer for the out
door worship services.
* To lay read early or late service, or both
* To usher early or late service (2 at 8:30 am, 3-4 at 10:00 am)
* To mow lawn
ALSO:
* To prepare the monthly Hope Scope for mailing
* To assist with CARE Pantry Distribution Days (monthly the first and
third Tuesdays)

JEWELRY DONATIONS NEEDED
The Accessory Sisters would like jewelry donations for the Fall Harvest
Festival on Saturday, October 1st. Please place in the purple tote by the
library.

MISSION TRIP TO KENTUCKY
The Mission Engagement Committee is planning a mission trip to Kentucky October 22nd thru October 30th. If you would be interested, please
contact Jody Leason at (320) 905-4170.
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Christian Education Youth and Families
“Just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live your lives in him,
rooted and built up in him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and
overflowing with thankfulness.” Colossians 2:6-7
Strengthening our faith as we were taught!
Thank you for bringing your family to church. In addition, we have several
Faith and Family based activities this summer. Perhaps we can all be part of
these as we strengthen and build our family of faith.

Family Fun Festivals are BACK!
Mark your calendars for July 20th, and August 17th
The overall theme of these events is “God’s Creation”
Who:
What:
When:
Where:

EVERYONE of all ages in our church and wider community is welcome
Food, Bible lessons, and lots of FUN
6:00-8:00PM
River of Hope Youth Center

The first Family Fun Festival, on June 22nd, was a huge success! A big thank you goes to the
planning committee for that night: Jonelle Foreman, Maggie Harp, and Deb Ficek. Thank
you to everyone else who helped plan and to all who attended and participated!

The second Family Fun Festival is July 20th
“Story of Jonah”
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“Take Me Out to the Ballgame”

Stingers Game July 31st
Please sign up on the sheet on the table in the Fellowship Hall to join
us on Sunday, July 31st for a 5:05 pm Stingers’ Game. The cost is
$16.18, which includes your game ticket, a concession voucher for a
Stinger dog, chips and a soda or water.
PLAY BALL!

Spicer July 4th and New London WaterDays (July 16th) Parades
We are going to have a float in these 2 parades promoting our
Family Festivals and our 50th Anniversary celebration. Contact
Stephanie Bents (320-220-1504) to offer your help.

Respectfully Submitted by Tyann Jones

.
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Note from the Deacons regarding Communion:
The bread served for Communion in the sanctuary service will be all Gluten
Free bread. For the outdoor services, we will be using the pre-packaged
Communion bread & juice, which is not gluten-free.

80th Birthday Party!!
For
Gwen Anfinson
On Sunday, July 10th
between services

*Please note*
The office will be closed
on Fridays!
Thanks!

HAVE YOU ALWAYS DREAMT OF BEING IN A PARADE??
HERE’S YOUR CHANCE!!!!
Our church will be having a float in the Spicer 4th of July parade and
also in the New London WaterDays parade on July 16th. If you would
like to ride/walk, throw out candy and promote
our Family Festival events in July and August
and our 50th anniversary celebration on
September 11th, please contact Stephanie
Bents at 320-220-1504 to offer your help!
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We celebrated the first of our Family Fun Festivals Wednesday, June
22nd, from 6-8 P.M. The event was free and attended by members of Hope
and the local community. Dinner was served, followed by a short lesson
about God's Creation-animals. Then Laura Molenaar shared her special
knowledge of Monarch butterflies with the participants. Maggie Harp taught
the words, music and actions to a delightful song, “If I were a Butterfly.”
The children then made Monarch gliders while adults made Origami butterflies. Each family went home with a take home project-a birdhouse to
paint, decorate and use. The next festival will be Water fun, with a lesson
about Jonah and the whale. (Be sure to wear a swimsuit, because you just
might get wet.) This will be July 20th from 6-8 P.M. The last festival will be
Growing our Faith (parable of the mustard seed) on August 17th. We hope
to see you there! Email chred.hopepc@outlook.com or call 320-796-2650
to RSVP or get more information. Happy Summer!
Deb Ficek
How can we help?
Our CEYF Committee wanted to have a mission component to go along
with the Family Fun Festivals. We chose to donate to Family Promise.
Family Promise is an organization that provides housing and assistance to
families. We have a goal of $300 by the end of August. With enough resources, families are given a place to lay their heads at night. We are filling a pillowcase with our offering. You may donate at the Family Fun Festivals or anytime! There is a pillowcase at church in which to place your offering. We will track our progress on our “pillow” chart. We have also invited the families in this program to our Family Fun Nights.
Use the website below for more information on Family Promise in
Kandiyohi County.
Tyann Jones
http://www.familypromiseofkc.org/
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Lay Readers:
July 3:
8:30 am Jeff Wersal
10:00 am Open
July 10:
8:30 am Larry Bratsch
10:00 am Larry Bratsch
July 17:
8:30 am Open
10:00 am Sue Block
July 24:
8:30 am Open
10:00 am Open
July 31:
8:30 am Open
10:00 am Open

JULY
CARE PANTRY
CHALLENGE!

Baby Shampoo
Kids shampoo/
conditioner
Kids Detangler
Spray
Baby
Wipes

Coffee Servers:
July 3rd: Conny & John Williamson
July 10th: Dee & Bill Schurman
July 17th: Mary, Kim & Ben O’Malley
July 24th: Robin & Greg Mulder
July 31st: Nancy Birkeland & Pam Sigafoos
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Members with Health Concerns:
Bob Hinderks, Audrey Dean
Family and Friends with Health Concerns:
Joan (Helmstetter’s friend)

Barb Roguske

Grieving:
Family of Darrin Ogdahl, Family of Tessa Jergenson (Rev. Al & Jeri Jergenson’s
daughter), Family of Jerry Augustson (Judy Heath’s brother), Family of Doug
Hildebrandt (Larry Bratsch’s cousin), Family of Ryan Aalderks
Care Facilities:
Gary Anfinson (Bethesda North Pointe), David Carlson (Bethesda North Pointe),
Jeanette Gault (GlenOaks), Ed Johnston (GlenOaks Apts.), Bob Sietsema (Bethesda
North Pointe), Barb Morris (Willmar), Mary Lou Swart (PCU’s at GlenOaks), Maxine
Quale (Willmar)
Other Concerns:
For those dealing with mental health issues and who struggle with addiction
For those deeply wounded by domestic violence
For those grieving the death and injury of a loved one due to violence and war
For those affected by natural disasters, COVID-19 pandemic
For those serving in the military in Ukraine and elsewhere

July Deacons of the Month: Robin Mulder & Sue Block
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PHONE: 320-796-2650
E-MAIL: hopepres@gmail.com
WEBSITE: http://hopechurchspicer.org
RADIO: KGLH 96.9 FM
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

2022
SUNDAYS
8:30 A.M. Outdoor Worship

Office Hours
8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Monday thru Thursday

(in Chapel)
9:15 A..M. Coffee
10:00 A.M. Worship (in Sanctuary)
Also Facebook Live & on Radio
Also on TV - Channel 18 or Channel 181:

Sundays 2:30 pm
Tuesdays 11:30 am & 8:30 pm and
Thursdays 8:00 am & 5:00 pm

